We hope you enjoy our February edition of 'Mission Heights News.'
Please click View it in your browser to view text plus images in this newsletter.

To translate our newsletter, please
View it in your browser then click
'Translate' (top right).
As this is 'Google Translate', exact
translation will not be achieved,
especially with titles and names.

Message from the Principal
February Newsbrief
Information for students and parents

The start of the school year symbolises new beginnings for many of us.
May I extend in particular a warm welcome to all our new students and
staff and wish them a productive, exciting and enjoyable next stage in
their learning journey. For everyone, the new year brings resolutions
which may or may not last the first visit to the gym! However I am sure
that our teachers and support staff will be able to help students meet
their varied needs and aspirations. I look forward to meeting you in the
Principal, Mr Ian Morrison

course of the many events in our calendar and urge all students to get
involved in the four cornerstones which help us to connect outside the
classroom.
While we enjoy the wonderful long weekends to celebrate Auckland
Anniversary Day and Waitangi Day, it is worthwhile pausing and
appreciating the amazing beauty, peace and harmony we are able to
enjoy here in New Zealand. Auckland is much maligned at times but
after a stunning weekend when my wife and I were able to enjoy
Waiheke Island and a close encounter with a pod of Orca we were
reminded how blessed we are. It is not always easy for citizens and new
immigrants to Auckland but we have a lot to be grateful for and must
do our bit in our own community to ensure this city and country remain
as desirable to our children and grandchildren as it has been to us.
Growing greatness - kia mana ake
Ian Morrison

A GREAT Start to BYOD @ MHJC
After a successful chromebook trial and parent information evening in
2016, new and returning students have embraced our digital learning
environment and are now equipped with their personal digital devices.
The advantages of students using their own device which is
transportable was well documented and places the school at the

Upcoming Events
Dates are also published
on our website, Mission
Heights Online.
Meet the Teacher
Evening - All Whanau
Thursday 9th February,
6:30pm

Road Patrol Training

Thursday 16th February

BOT Meeting

Thursday 16th February

Water Whanau Trip to
Maraetai Beach
Friday 17th February

8C1 & 8C2's Trip to Kelly
Tarlton's

forefront of digital learning. Last week, ICT and teaching staff helped
our students to connect to our network and take full advantage of our
digital learning tools.
A focus of this initiative is digital citizenship, which is the responsible
use of technology. Students will learn digital skills, ethics, etiquette,
and online safety in every class while carrying out their tasks. These are
important aspects of participating in today’s increasingly digital world.
Students will access resources, complete assignments, and improve their
personal organisation. During the year, they will experience activities
that include researching information, producing documents, analyzing
data, participating in surveys, producing videos, designing websites,
programming/coding, reading e-books, creating blogs, taking notes, or
scheduling events.

Tuesday 21st February

It is an expectation that all students at MHJC log onto our network and

Enviro Council's 'Love
the Coast' Presentation

participate in the school's creative digital learning environment. Your

Thursday 23rd February

Enviro Council's
Sustainable Coastline
Cleanup
Friday 24th February

10W1 & 10W2 White
Water Rafting at Vector
Wero

help in providing your child with his/her personal digital device is very
much appreciated by our teaching staff. With this partnership, we
confidently anticipate even higher levels of engagement, progress and
achievement.
The BYOD Team @ MHJC

Friday 24th February

MHJC Swimming Sports
Friday 3rd March

Coast Yr 7 & 10
Leadership Camp

Monday 6th March to
Friday 8th March at
Shakespear Lodge

Teacher's Only Day
(No School)
Thursday 9th March

SEZ Beachlands Kids
Triathlon
Wednesday 15th March

Forest Yr 7 & 10
Leadership Camp

Wednesday 15th March
to Friday 17th March at
Camp Adair

Water Yr 7 & 10
Leadership Camp

Wednesday 15th March
to Friday 17th March at Piha
Mill Lodge

Mountain's Yr 7 & 10
Leadership Camp
Wednesday 15th March
to Friday 17th March at
Camp Adair

All students are encouraged to strengthen their literacy and numeracy

BOT Meeting

teachers. Our data shows that there is a high correlation between the

Thursday 16th March

9W1 & 9W2 Snorkelling
at Goat Island Reserve
Wednesday 22nd March

skills, by completing 4 x See Reader tasks each week using Reading
Plus and 4 to 5 Maths Buddy tasks, which are assigned by maths
number of homework tasks completed on our homework tools and the
progress of our students - put simply, "the more we practice, the
better we get". We have also introduced another exciting e-learning
tool called "Write that Essay" which will support students' writing skills.

Find out more about our eLearning tools below...

Inter-Whanau
Competition

Wednesday 22nd March

Eastern Zone Swimming
Friday 24th March

MHJC Mufti Day & Disco
Thursday 30th March

SEZ Orienteering
Tuesday 4th April

Otago Maths & Otago
Problem Solving
Competitions
Wednesday 5th April

Teacher Only Day &
Student Led Conferences
Thursday 6th April

Team & Group Photos
Friday 7th April

Last Day of Term 1

Thursday 13th April at 3pm

Good Friday (No School)
Friday 14th April

•

•

•

•

•

2017 Term Dates
Term 1

Wednesday 1st February
to Thursday 13th April
(11 Week Term)

Term 2

Monday 1st May to
Friday 7th July
(10 Week Term)

Term 3

Monday 24th July to
Friday 29th September
(10 Week Term)

Term 4

Monday 16th October
Wednesday 13th
December
(9 Week Term)
Please do not book
overseas travel during
term time.
Click on the video below to see How 'Reading Plus' Works...

Protocol for Signing
Out for Appointments
or Illness
Please contact the Senior
Leader of the Whanau
through the Whanau
Administration team:
Phone (09) 2777 881
Coast ext.625

Forest ext. 626
Water ext. 627
Mountains ext. 628
The
Senior
Leader
will inform the MHJC
Receptionist
and email.

by

phone

Parents must sign students
out
at
the
MHJC
Reception. If the student
is returning to school on
the same day, the parent
must also sign the student
in at the MHJC Reception,
please.

Click on the video below to see How 'Write That Essay' Works...

A reminder that Mission Heights
Junior College is open for
viewing by the public on
Wednesday mornings
each
week, starting at 9:45am from
our school reception. Come and
see our learners in action!

Click on the video below to see How 'Maths Buddy Works...

We'd love you to follow us on
Facebook! Simply click on the
buttons below to be directed to
our new Facebook page, or our
website.

Facebook

Website

MHJC Students featured in the Eastern Courier - Go to...
http://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/local-news/eastern-courier/87427180/Junior-college-scoops-senior-school-engineering-awards
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