
We hope you enjoy April's edition of 'Mission Heights News.' 
Please click View it in your browser to view text plus images in this newsletter.

To translate our newsletter, please
View it in your browser then click 'Translate'
(top right).  

As this is 'Google Translate', exact
translation will not be achieved, especially
with titles and names.

Principal, Mrs Joan Middlemiss.

Message from the Principal

April Newsletter

Information for students and parents

We have had the most amazing Term 1, being blessed with great weather
and a host of exciting activities to start  the year off  on an extremely
positive note.

I  would  like  to  thank  everyone  who  supported  our  highly  successful

Cultural  Food  Festival.  With  great  food,  amazing  entertainment  and

wonderful support from students, staff parents and friends of the school,

the day was a resounding success. My particular thanks go to our Family

and Friends group and to Miss Hunter who took a lead role with the

organisation within the school.

Other big events this term have been our Whanau camps. Our Year 7's

certainly benefit from the outstanding leadership shown by our Year 10

students and I'm sure for both groups this has been a highlight of the

term.  Of  course these experiences would not  be possible  without  the

enthusiasm and commitment of our teachers.

We have also had the opportunity to again share our learning model with

international educators at the 3 day S.W.I.F.T. (Schools with an Interest in

Future  Technologies)  Forum which  we had the  pleasure  of  hosting  in

2013.  This  is  one  of  the  programmes  that  has  developed  from  our

relationship with Hwa Chong Institution in Singapore and we are very

proud to be able to showcase what we are doing at MHJC with these

distinguished international educators.

Term 1 has certainly flown by and will soon be at an end. I wish everyone
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Upcoming Events

Key dates are also
published on our website,
Mission Heights Online.

Term 2 Starts
Monday 6th May

Yr 8 SEZ Girls Soccer
Tuesday 7th May

MHJC 'Wheels Day'
Monday 13th May

Yr 8 SEZ Boys Soccer
Tuesday 14th May

MHJC Skate Competition
Wednesday 15th May

Yr 7/8 Maths Problem
Solving
Thursday 16th May

Yr 9/10 Team Debating
Monday 20th May

ICAS Computer Skills
Tuesday 21st May

Yr 7 SEZ Girls Soccer
Tuesday 21st May

Yr 7 to 10 'Big Science'
Competition
Wednesday 22nd May

Yr 7 SEZ Boys Soccer
Tuesday 28th May

Queen's Birthday Holiday
Monday 3rd June

Yr 7/8 Literature Quiz
Tuesday 4th June

Yr 7 to 10 ICAS Science
Wednesday 5th June

Rock Quest Finals
Friday 7th June

Yr 9/10 Team Debating
Monday 10th June

Yr 7/8 Maths Problem
Solving

a pleasant break and look forward to a great Term 2 on our return.

Regards,
Joan Middlemiss

MHJC Hosts International SWIFT Conference

Pictured:  Students  Sanara  Swarnadhipathi  and  Nick  Lang
present "IT: It's Not About Me."

Pictured:  (below)  Students  Nick  Lang  and  Asha Shashikumar
demonstrate MHJC's vision for learning with international guests
(from left) Mr Ian Ong Hong Chin, Mr Mark Shone, Dr Hon and Mr
Simon Hawks.

Delegates from Singapore and Australia attended the SWIFT (Schools

With An Interest in Future Technologies) forum, hosted by MHJC from

Wednesday 10th to Friday 12th April.
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Thursday 13th June

Talent Quest Finals
Thursday 13th June

Yr 7 to 10 ICAS Writing
Monday 17th - Friday 21st June

Yr 7/8 ICAS Spelling
Tuesday 18th June

Yr 7/8 Maths Problem
Solving
Thursday 11th July

MHJC Term 2 Celebration
Assemblies
Water & Mountains: 9.15am
Coast & Forest: 10am
Thursday 11th July

Trees for Survival
Planting Day
Friday 12th July

Term 2 Ends
Friday 12th July is the last day
of Term (10 Week Term)

Term 3 Starts
Monday 29th July

Please do not book overseas
travel during term time.

Educators from Shenton College (Australia),  Hwa Chong Institute and

Nanyang  Girls'  High  (Singapore)  each  prepared  presentations  and

following  'round  table'  discussion,  visited  Ormiston  Senior  College

followed by Albany Senior College, to explore how IT supports quality

learning in 21st Century schools.

Pictured: Year 10 members of our 2013 Executive Council with
Principal, Mrs Joan Middlemiss.

Great Start to Exec-Council's Legacy Projects

Our student Executive Council  are working to establish a 'Top
Scholar Honours Board' and school representative blazers.  They
are currently raising money to fund these initiatives, and their
first Mufti Day and Disco were a tremendous start to their fund
raising  efforts.  We  wish  them  well  for  their  '2013  Legacy
Projects'.

Pictured: Keanu Liew, Taegan Singh and Sohayle Pratap
collaborate to develop ideas for their Travelwise Planning Day.
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MHJC Family & Friends
What's Coming Up?

The  MHJC  Family  and  Friends
AGM is being held at 7.00pm on
Wednesday  8th  May  in  the
'Meeting  Place',  which  adjoins
our school library. 

Following  this  at  7.10pm,  the
Family  and  Friends  have
organised  a  parent  information
evening.   The  two  themes  that
will be presented are...
 

'Understanding NCEA'
and

'Mathletics: An eLearning Tool'

We hope you can join us from
7.00pm, on 8th May!

Members of Auckland
Philharmonia Mentor MHJC

MHJC  music  teacher,  Mr  Stuart
Gibbs arranged for two members
of  the  Auckland  Philharmonia
Orchestra to visit MHJC, to work
with our school orchestra.

Trombonist  Ben  Zilber  and
double bassist  Bella Leslie  have
delivered  presentations  and
given  demonstrations  to  our
school  musicians.   During  a
recent  visit  they  also
accompanied MHJC's orchestra as
they  played  an  arrangement  of

Travelwise Planning Day
Three Year 8 students traveled to Papatoetoe on Thursday 4th
April  to  develop  ideas  to  target  problems  associated  with
transport to and from school. Sohayle Pratap, Keanu Liew and
Taegan Singh met with students from across south Auckland for a
Travelwise planning day and have prepared an action plan for
reducing  the  amount  of  students  traveling  to  school  by  car.
Expect to see a campaign based on their ideas later next term.
 

MHJC Debaters Dominate Early Results Table

Back Row: Rashmeen Sandhu, Taegan Singh, Layla Abada, Rylee Fraser, Steven Guo,
Anthony Hua, Joshua Fifita-Lamb and Sartaj Bedi.

Middle: Elaina Hea, Cailey Dayu, Insaaf Hartley, Sasha Amichand, Courtney Powell,
Nishalia Maharaj, Akshay Kakkar and Dylan Townsend.

Front Row: Sanara Swarnadhipathi, Neesha Kumar, Nick Lang, Teacher Mrs Reshmika
Lal, Louise Kim, Asha Shashikumar and Swashna Lal.

Increased interest in debating this year has seen Mission Heights Junior
College enter 5 teams into the Southern Zone Debating Competition.
As the competition allows for just 5 teams, many students are taking up
debating as a DEEP course to further develop their skills and confidence
when speaking to audiences.

The  debating  issues  are  topical  and  very  relevant  to  New  Zealand
contexts. So far our school teams have had a successful run, with MHJC
students hoping to top all teams in the zone finals.  We wish all teams
and  their  coach  Mrs  Lal  all  the  very  best  for  the  remainder  of  the
competition.
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Adele's 'Skyfall' theme song.

This  was  their  second  visit  for
the  year  and  members  of  our
school  orchestra  are  looking
forward  to  their  third  and final
mentoring session next term.

MHJC Represented at
2013 Youth Declaration

Conference
We wish Karina Gesmundo
all  the  very  best  for
'Youth  Declaration,'  a
national  conference    
organised  by  UN  Youth
where  students  from  all
over  the  country  discuss
public  policy  issues  such
as education, gender, and
foreign  affairs.  Karina
held a school bake sale to
fund-raise  for  conference
and transport costs.  The
conference  is  being  held
at  the  University  of
Auckland  from  24th  to
27th April.

Karina  will  contribute  to
the 'Declaration', which is
received  by  members  of
parliament,  non-     
governmental
organisations  and  local
leaders.   The  Final
Declaration  serves  to
show  that  today's  youth
are engaged and insightful
individuals,  capable  of
articulating solutions for a
better future.
 

Pictured: Amayaguena Dancers (from left) Navia Passi, Alexia
Beeslar, Arisha Prasad, Catherine Huffman and Shalvi Prasad.
 
Dancers Impress at the 'Ignite Talent Competition'
Congratulations  to  our  wonderful  Amayaguena  Dance  Group,
who performed at the Ignite Talent Show on Saturday evening. 
Only twelve acts qualified for the final and our MHJC dancers
impressed  judges  with  their  fusion  of  Andalusian  and  Arabic
dance styles and the signature dance of Maria Amaya.

Spirited by strong cheering from Ormiston Senior College to an
error-free  performance,  judges  praised  their  timely  execution
which captured the essence of the piece, as they "...danced with
their eyes and bodies".  A big 'thank you' to Mrs Jacqui Barrow for
coaching this team.
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Congratulations Rahul!
Rahul  Banerjee's  cricket
prowess was recognised in
Howick  &  Pakuranga
Cricket  Club's  recent
prize-giving.  He  received
trophies for the Auckland
Cricket     Association's
grade    bowler  of  the
year,  and  U14  Premium
player of the year. Rahul
also  received  a  ball
plaque  for  getting  five
wickets  in  an  innings
thrice this season, and is a
valued member of MHJC's
senior cricket team.

Samson's Cricket Success
We  commend  Samson
Ireland  for his success at
the  recent  Howick  &
Pakuranga   cricket  club
prize giving for the 2012 -
2013 season. Samson won
the  Year  7  'A'  and  'B'
grade divisional player of
the  year  and  also  the
Kerry  Walmsley  Cup  for
Junior  Bowler  of  the
Year.  Samson  also
received  two  cups  for
scoring  50  runs  in  a
match.

MHJC's Undefeated Cricket Champions

Back Row: Rahul Banerjee, Vishaal Datt, Raj Panchal, Nishant Patel, Bikram
Klair and Jaspal Singh.

Front Row: Sohan Karangalpady, Harry Lincoln, Paramveer Basra, Harish
Narasimhan (Captain) and Hetu Shah.

Absent: Kyle Potgetier and Harpal Nanra

Congratulations to our Year 9 & 10 Cricket team, who completed their

ASB Cricket season undefeated.  They are looking forward to continuing

their winning streak in future inter-school matches and would like to

thank Mr Naidoo for coaching the team.

Arts Council Announce Photography Competition Winners

Mission  Heights  Junior  College's  Arts  Council  are  pleased  to
announce  the  following  winners  of  the  2013  Photography
Competition.
Our congratulations to...
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Our Counties Manukau
Basketball Stars!

Our congratulations go to
Ngapipi  and  Sophia
Herewini  for  their  recent
success  in  the  2013
Basketball  Pacific  Easter
Tournament, representing
Counties    Manukau
Basketball.    Ngapipi
played  in  the  Under  15's
division, her team placing
2nd  overall  following  an
exciting  and  fiercely
fought  match  against
Victoria,      Australia. 
Sophia  played  in  the
under  13's  division,  her
team placing third in her
grade  beating  Auckland
Basketball.    Sophia  was
named MVP for her grade 
through  the  commitment
and  great  leadership  she
displayed on the court.

Ceramic Bodices Win at
Easter Show

1st Place:   Angela Wong 8F1
2nd Place:  Janiere Fernandez 7C2
3rd Place:   Courtney Powell 9M2

Camp Adair a Big Success for Mountains Whanau

During Week 6 of the Term, Year 7 students and Year 10 leaders
from  Mountains  Whanau  visited  Camp  Adair.  Camp  provided
many great outdoor learning experiences and the opportunity for
Year  7  students  to  develop  friendships  and  greater
self-confidence to tackle new challenges.

Mountains students were involved in a range of exciting activities
such as the confidence course, low and high ropes courses - of
course the mud slide was a particular favourite!
 

Fond Memories of Camp Adair say Forest Whanau

Year 7 and 10 students from Forest Whanau traveled to YMCA:
Camp Adair for their 2013 school camp.  With many challenging
activity  rotations,  students  rallied  together  to  support  each
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Congratulations to Mrs Elizabeth
Hanna-Latham  who  won  first
place in the Ceramic Art Awards
at the Coca-Cola Easter Show. 
Mrs Hanna-Latham constructed a
pair  of  ceramic  and  wire
sculptures  titled  'Constrict'  and
'Control'.   We  are  extremely
proud to have such talented staff
at Mission Heights Junior College!

Come Along to
Homework Club!

We  encourage  MHJC
students to join us for our
supervised  'Homework
Clubs,'  which  are  held
every  Tuesday  and
Thursday,  3:00pm  to
4:30pm  upstairs  in
Mountains Whanau. 

Homework club is a great
way  to  stay  up  to  date
with eLearning homework
(such  as  online  spelling,
reading  and  maths
activities)  or  gain  some
assistance  with  class
assignment work.
 

Please Contact Us
Please do not hesitate to send an
email to the Assistant Principal in
your child's Whanau if you would
like to communicate any pastoral
needs/concerns.

Click on the Whanau button(s),
below to send a confidential
email...

other to face fears and rise to new challenges. 

Students shared laughter and made unforgettable memories that
shall  be  treasured  years  from now.   Forest  Whanau  teachers
would like to thank their Year 10 leaders for the considerable
support and care they demonstrated towards others, throughout
Forest's 2013 Camp Adair experience.
 

Water Whanau Enjoy 'Piha Mill Camp' Experience

On Wednesday 10th to Friday 12th April, 47 Year 7 students from
7W1 and 7W2 were joined by 21 Year 10 leaders from 10W1 to
lead their 2013 school camp.  Mr Nutt, Ms Hunter, Mr Hishey and
Mr Sanchez accompanied the students.

Piha Mill Camp was an amazing opportunity to experience many
great  activities  in  a  wonderful  setting  on  the  West  Coast  of
Auckland.  All  students  enjoyed their  time away and certainly
made new friends and learned a great deal from each other. The
Year 10 student leaders were fine role models and really showed
their leadership potential. Thank you to everyone for making it
such an enjoyable trip!

Coast Pastoral

Forest Pastoral
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We'd  love  you  to  follow  us  on
Facebook!  Simply  click  on  the
buttons below to be directed to
our  new Facebook  page,  or  our
website.

Facebook

Website

Like

Forward to Friend

Wet Time at Piha & Westwave for Coast Whanau!

During the last week of the school term, 83 students from Coast
Whanau boarded the bus to Piha Mill Camp in West Auckland,
accompanied by Miss Kindley, Mr Ingrouille, Mr Cowley, Mrs Lal
and Ms Rabo.

Camp was a great experience for Coast students, due in no small
part to the exceptional leadership demonstrated by the 31 Year
10 student leaders  who used Health & PE curriculum time to
prepare for their teaching and activity leadership. Despite the
inclement  weather,  students  thoroughly  enjoyed  their  camp
experiences  and  highlights  of  the  camp  included  seeing  the
abseilers at Kitekite Falls and of course the camp show!

Water safety sessions at Westwave Aquatics, then leisure time in
the wave pool and hydroslide were additional highlights. Coast
teachers would like to thank Mr Lorence Narayan and Mr Jacques
Brown  for  supporting  Coast's  water  safety  activities,  and
contributing to a safe and enjoyable time at Westwave Aquatics
Centre.

Fees and School Contribution

Thank  you  to  those  families  who  have  paid  the  school
contribution.  If you would like to make arrangements to make
regular  affordable  automatic  payments,  please  contact  our
school  reception  on  277-7881,  or  contact  Ms  Pamela  Lyness
plyness@mhjc.school.nz

Upcoming Events

Water Pastoral

Mountains Pastoral
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Board of Trustee Triennial Elections
 
Nomination forms were sent out to all who are eligible to vote in our MHJC Board of Trustee Elections last
week. For 2013, we are seeking 5 parent representatives with nominations closing at noon on 16th May, 2013.

Should more than 5 nominations be received, there will be a vote. Voting forms will be sent out by 21st May and
must be returned by noon on 30th May. Votes will be counted on 5th June and the new board will take office
from 7th June.

If  you  require  further  information  please  contact  our  returns  officer,  Mrs  Pamela  Lyness,
plyness@mhjc.school.nz  phone 2777881 ext 603 or please feel free to pop into our MHJC school reception.
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Year 7 to 10 students at Mission Heights Junior College, here's your chance to design a poster for the 2013 Maths
Quest Poster Competition.  There are many great prizes up for grabs and necessary information and details can
be found at http://www.nzamt.org.nz/   The closing date for entries is 7th June 2013, so it is time to start
making your posters.  Good luck and have fun!

Copyright © 2013 MHJC, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email to keep up to date with news and events at
Mission Heights Junior College.
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