
We hope you enjoy our June edition of 'Mission Heights News.' 
Please click View it in your browser to view text plus images in this newsletter.

To translate our newsletter, please
View it in your browser then click 'Translate'
(top right). 

As this is 'Google Translate', exact
translation will not be achieved, especially
with titles and names.

Principal, Mrs Joan Middlemiss.

Message from the Principal
June Newsletter

Information for students and parents

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Students, Staff and Friends of MHJC,

This is my last newsletter as Principal of MHJC and I want to sincerely
thank everyone in our school community for the support you have shown
me personally, and the school over the last 8 years, while I have had
the privilege to lead this amazing school.

The kindness that has been shown to me over the last few weeks, as
individuals  and  groups  have  farewelled  me,  has  been  overwhelming.
This has been an emotional time as I have looked back over the time
when we have created something special together - our school. Over the
years  we  have  worked  hard,  we  have  laughed,  learned,  celebrated,
problem  solved  and  supported  each  other  through  the  inevitable
difficult times.

We have taken our school from a drawing on a page to the beautiful
facility we now have. We have gone from a school of 278 to a school of
over 800 and our staff has grown from 26 to almost 70.

I leave knowing that my dreams for a school where students are valued,
where their voices are heard, for a school where teachers can deliver
lessons that are engaging, relevant and authentic and they too can learn
and grow, for a school which is caring, where diversity is valued as the
treasure it is, and where relationships matter, has become a reality.

We have enjoyed great successes. We have shown we can be the best in
our region, in New Zealand and even in the world in a wide range of
activities across the 4 cornerstones. We have welcomed visitors from
throughout  the  world  who  have  been  in  awe of  our  school  and  our
approach to learning. We have made our mark.

I leave with sadness but, more importantly, I leave with a wealth of
wonderful memories. I wish the school the very best for the future and I
assure you I will maintain a strong interest in all that happens here.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Regards,
Joan Middlemiss



Upcoming Events

Dates are also published
on our website, Mission
Heights Online.

APCC Japan Trip
Wednesday 8th July to
Sunday 26th July

Ormiston Senior College
Open Evening
Wednesday 22nd July

MHJC Science Fair:
Exhibits Due by 4pm
Friday 24th July

ICAS English Exam
Tuesday 28th July

"Attitude" Presentation:
Gold Coin Donation
Tuesday 28th July

SEZ Netball Tournament
Tuesday 28th July

Australian Maths Exam
Thursday 30th July

Debating Octo Finals
Monday 3rd August

Yr 6 Transition Visit by
Mission Heights Primary
Tuesday 4th August

Yr 6 Transition Visit by
Willowbank & Ormiston
Primary Schools
Wednesday 5th August

Yr 6 Transition Visit by
Baverstock Oaks Primary
Thursday 6th August

MHJC Mathex Evening
Thursday 6th August, at 7pm

MHJC Cross Country
Friday 7th August

NIWA Manukau Region
Science/Technology Fair
Friday 7th August to Tuesday
11th August, in MHJC Theatre

Year 6 Parent & Student
"Open Evening" 7pm
Monday 10th August

ICAS Maths Exam
Tuesday 11th August

MHJC Speech Finals

Mrs Middlemiss featured in Howick & Pakuranga Times
Publishing permissions gained from the Editor Nicholas Krause, 12/06/14

Go to their website:

http://www.times.co.nz/news/middlemiss-moving-on.html



Thursday 13th August

Debating Quarter Finals
Monday 17th August

NIWA Science Fair Prize
Giving in MHJC Theatre
Tuesday 18th August, 7pm

Auckland Mathex:
Year 9 & 10's
Wednesday 19th August

Auckland Mathex:
Year 7 & 8's
Thursday 20th August

Final Day for Yr 6
Enrolment to MHJC
Friday 21st August

Debating Semi-Finals
Monday 24th August

Board of Trustees
Meeting, 6pm
Wednesday 26th August

"Attitude" Presentation:
Gold Coin Donation
Tuesday 1st September

AIMS Games in Tauranga
Sunday 6th September to Friday
11th September

Debating Grand Final
Monday 7th September

Options Showcase
Evening
Thursday 10th September

Outdoor Pursuits Trip
(OPC)
Sunday 13th September to
Friday 18th September

SEZ Boys Basketball
Tuesday 15th September

SEZ Girls Basketball
Friday 18th September

Board of Trustees
Meeting, 6pm
Wednesday 23rd September

 •     •     •     •     •

2015 Term Dates

Term 3
Monday 20th July to
Friday 25th September
(10 Week Term)

WaiCare Tree Planting

On Tuesday 9th June, the Leos Club headed outdoors to plant native

trees to restore the habitat near our local Otara stream. The group had

three wonderful helpers and instructors from Auckland WaiCare to aid

them. As a group they planted flax and cabbage trees near the stream

to help improve water quality and restore the habitat for native fish.

The students learned how to test the water quality of the stream and

had  a  productive  and  enjoyable  afternoon,  supported  by  Miss

Cunningham and Ms Bowden.

Enviro Council's Tree Planting Success

The MHJC Enviro Council had the opportunity to plant native trees on a

local farm through the Trees for Survival programme, recently.  The

team of 20 students planted 720 trees in approximately three hours. 

These  trees  will  help  prevent  erosion  into  the  farmer's  stream,

improving the quality of the water.  The Enviro Council would also like

to  thank  the  Rotary  Club  for  their  assistance  with  planting  and

sponsoring the programme at Mission Heights Junior College.



Term 4
Monday 12th October to
Wednesday 16th December
(10 Week Term)

Please do not book overseas
travel during term time.

MHJC's Family & Friends are still
seeking  support  for  the
supervision  roster  for  the NIWA
Manukau  Region  Science  &
Technology Fair on the following
dates...

1. Viewing by the Public
Monday 10th August &
Tuesday 11th August

3:00pm to 5:00pm in Theatre

2. Collection of Exhibits
Wednesday 12th August

9:00am to 5:00pm in Theatre

3. Prize-giving Supper
Tuesday 18th August

6:00pm to 9:00pm in Theatre

Please email if you are able to
help out at one, or more of these
evenings...   
familyfriendsmhjc@gmail.com

Kathryn Taylor
Chairperson of Family & Friends

MHJC Science Fair Reminder

A friendly reminder that science fair projects for the school competition

need to be submitted on Friday 24th July, at 4 pm to the MHJC library.  

There are many exciting prizes to be won and the opportunity to be

selected  for  the  NIWA  Manukau  Regional  Science  Fair!  For  any

questions about the MHJC Science Fair, please see Mr Cowley or Ms

Hunter.

MHJC Impress at Young Leaders Conference in Singapore

Earlier  this  month  Mr  Naidu  accompanied  six  MHJC  students  who

attended the 21st Student Leadership Convention at the Hwa Chong

Institution  in  Singapore.  A  special  congratulations  goes  to  Avinash

Sathiyaseelan who won two awards: a gold medal for the best group

proposal and a silver medal for being the 2nd best participant amongst

300 fellow delegates.



What's Your Flavour?
Burger Battle
Competition

Delicious.  Unique.  Aromatic.  

These  words  describe  the

amazing burgers entered into the

first  ever  MHJC  Burger  Battle

Competition.  Eight  groups

cooked under pressure to deliver

their  creations  to  the  judges.  

There were a range of burgers -

from  Mexican-inspired  to  a

burger  with  a  delicious  kumara

mash  topping  and  a  flavourful

curry burger.

Congratulations to Harsita Patel

and Samhitha Yamineni, both of

10W2, who won the competition.

These two girls moved on to the

Auckland  regional  competition

where  they  competed  against

older Year 12 and 13 students.

On Wednesday 1st July Samhitha

and Harsita represented MHJC at

the  'What's  Your  Flavour?'

burger  battle  competition.  The

judges selected twelve teams to

move forward to the Finals  that

will be held on Friday 31st July

at the Logan Campbell  Centre,

and  we  are  delighted  to

announce  that  MHJC  made  the

cut!

MHJC Support World Vision 40 Hour Famine
2015  has  been  MHJC's  most  successful  40  Hour  Famine  fundraising

year.  We have raised over $6000 to clothe, educate and feed children

in Bangladesh. Thank you to students and families for their wonderful

support!

Top fundraisers were:

1st - Sarah Robinson $345

2nd - Fatimah Muhammad  $250

3rd - Kyle Anderson $190

Top individual fundraisers by Whanau:

Coast -- Sarah Robinson, Henrik Hout, Trishika Nand

Forest -- Fatimah Muhammed, Faiza Aboobacker, Justina Evans

Water -- Ayushi Narayan, Tim Kree, Joanne Ting

Mountains -- Kyle Anderson, Victoria Kree, Ateliana Westerlund



We  congratulate  Ms  Catherine

Hunter  and  the  girls  for  their

team  work,  preparation  and

calmness under pressure! The NZ

Chef  Association  have   

programmed  the  competition

within  their  larger  event  –  The

National Salon.  The Food Show

will  also  be  on  at  the  time,  so

this  will  be a busy and exciting

day for all.

'Make a Difference' DEEP
Fundraise for CANTEEN

This  term  the  'Make  a

Difference' class  volunteered to

support CANTEEN.

Students  learned  about  patients

living  with  cancer  in  New

Zealand and decided to host an

information  day  to  spread

awareness  about  teenagers  who

are  diagnosed  with  cancer  and

the  challenges  they  are

subjected to every day. The goal

was to generate ongoing support

for  CANTEEN,  from  our  local

community.

Through  a  collaborative  effort

with  Water  Whanau  and  the

M.A.D class, bandanas were sold

and  a  bake  sale  held  to  raise

funds  for  CANTEEN.  Students

raised a total of $373, with the

money  raised  to  assist  patients

living in Auckland.

Coast Whanau Camp at Shakespear Park
Coast  students  had  a  fabulous  time  at  Shakespear  Lodge  on  the

Whangaparaoa  Peninsula  from  the  19th  to  the  21st  of  May.  The

weather was absolutely gorgeous and allowed the students to enjoy all

that the beautiful park had to offer.  The Year 7's had an amazing time

with the Year 10 student helpers leading by example.

7M1 and 7M2 Bike Training Sessions
Thanks  to  generous  funding  from  Auckland  Transport's  Travelwise

programme,  Year  7  students  in  Mountains  Whanau  completed  a

two-day  intensive  bike  training  course.  Students  had  in-class,  school

ground and on-road training activities and can now complete basic bike

maintenance.



Transpower Guest
Speakers

With  the  commencement  of

construction  of  the  Ormiston

Town Centre, 10M2 investigated

how to design and wire up mini

malls  this  term.  To  provide

guidance  and  advice  on  their

designs,  two  representatives

from TransPower  came  to  visit

the  class.   The  representatives

also  talked  about  their  current

projects and careers in electrical

engineering.  Thank you to Mike

and Matt for their guidance and

information!

Sharing Japanese with
the Wider Community

Our Japanese teacher,  Ms Wigg

has  presented  at  several

conferences  this  year,  including

the New Zealand Association of

Japanese  Teachers  

Conference.   She  also  has

upcoming  presentations  at  the

Auckland  LangSem  (Language

Teachers  Conference)  in  July,

and  at  the  NSW  Federation  of

Community  Language  Schools

Conference  in  Sydney  in

September.   Mission  Heights

Junior College has supported Ms

Wigg's  interest  in  incorporating

technology  and culture  into  the

second  language  classroom,  and

from her work at our school she

has been able to develop exciting

techniques and initiatives, which

As a reminder, please safely share the road with our student and local

cyclists. Please watch for their hand signals, reflectors/lights and their

presence at crossroads, drive-ways and around parked cars.

10W1's Dragon's Den
For the past two terms Year 10 students in Water Whanau have been

learning  within  the  wider  context  of  Leadership.  During  term  one

students  explored  different  theories  and  practices  of  leadership,

however, this term a shift occurred in the learning focus, as the time

came to apply their learning to a real life outcome. As such, 10W1's

challenge for this term was to research, plan and organise an event that

included participation from other students in an activity that involved

the effective management of risk.

After hours of work, research, teamwork and planning, in the final week

of the term our Year 10 teams pitched their event ideas to a panel of

outside experts in their very own Dragon's Den. The winning team was

the  team  that  demonstrated  excellent  leadership  skills,  detailed

planning,  consistent  teamwork  and  presented  professionally  and

confidently to the panel. The prize for this team is that they get to

execute their event later in Term Three, and in doing so, continue their

leadership journey. Congratulations to the Wild 'n' Out team, Shiwani

Prasad, Lantze Davids, Athina Hiep and Angelo Samuels for being the

winners of the 2015 Dragon's Den!

MHJC Compete at Japanese Trivia Champs
On Friday 19th June, Mission Heights Junior College entered a team in

the first ever New Zealand Schools Japanese Trivia Championships.

This was held in 8 centres across New Zealand simultaneously, with one



she is now being invited to share

with  the  wider  community  of  

language teachers.

We  wish  Ms  Wigg  and  her

delegation of MHJC  students  all

the  very  best  as  they  are

departing for their trip to Japan

at  the  start  of  the  school

holidays.

Paradice Ice

During  Term  2  students  from

9W2  developed  a  learning

journey  based  around  becoming

leaders of the future. During this

time a focus developed where by

they began work on their skills of

risk  management;  specifically

taking  another  Water  Whanau

class  ice  skating  where  they

taught  them  the  skills  and

techniques required to safely and

effectively  ice  skate.  This

learning  journey  was  exciting,

authentic,  and  fun!  Water

Whanau  have  seen  some  real

leadership  develop  within  the

9W2 ranks!

winner from each centre, and live feeds showing the scores in each of

the other centres.  The Auckland venue was AUT in the central city,

where our team of 4 competed against many schools from the wider

Auckland  area.   The  Championships  consisted  of  6  rounds,  and  ten

questions per round.  Categories included geography, food, pop culture

and daily life.

Our team, consisting of Aniston Inger-Holland (Year 10) and Katelyn

Knox, Tyla Amos and Brianna Ochi (Year 9), were accompanied by Ms

Wigg and performed well, earning a score that would have been very

competitive  in  other  regions,  but  did  not  earn  them  a  place  in

Auckland.   Students  report  that  the  evening,  which  also  featured  a

takeaway  sushi  dinner  in  central  Auckland  and  the  chance  to  go  to

Japanese store Daiso, was highly enjoyable and an experience they are

definitely keen to repeat in future years.

Year 8 Water Students Lead 'Are You Ready?' Evening

As a part of this term's context, 8W2 explored poetry written by Tony

Thorpe  which  told  of  his  experiences  during  the  Christchurch

Earthquakes.  From these poems each student  then created a  static

image which depicted a key message or idea from his writing. Once this

was finished the class decided that they wanted to use what they had

learned and created to make a positive difference in the lives of the

Nepalese  Earthquake  victims.  As  such,  the  class  decided  that  they

would run an Art Auction where the top ten images, as selected by the

wider school community, would be auctioned off. With sponsorship from

Monster Print,  these images were professionally  printed and sold at

auction for a grand total of $280.00! All funds will be given to help the

rebuild in Nepal. 8W2 all feel very proud of the way they have used

their learning to give back to the world they live in.



Matariki Celebrated at
Stardome Observatory

Year  7  students  in  Water

Whanau  recently  visited  the

Stardome  Observatory  at  the

One  Tree  Hill  Domain  to

celebrate  Matariki,  the  Māori

name  for  the  cluster  of  stars

known as Pleiades. Matariki rises

in early June and for many Māori,

signifies the start of a New Year. 

A  special  feature  of  Matariki

celebrations is the flying of kites,

as  according  to  ancient  custom

they  flutter  close  to  the  stars.

7W1  and  7W2,  however,  have

been building and flying rockets

as  a  part  of  their  Matariki

celebrations!

Forest Year 8's Tough Guy/Gal Challenge

Year 8 students in Forest Whanau recently traveled to Ngaruawahia to

participate  in  the  'Junior  Tough  Guy/Gal  Challenge'.  The  Year  8

students  have been learning about  obesity  and how exercise  can be

made more engaging. They have spent time developing ways to make

running more fun and discovered this running adventure to partake in.

The challenge was spent running over ridges, climbing through fences,

and traversing muddy swamps. Laughs were shared throughout the day

and all students thoroughly enjoyed this crazy experience!



Water's Risk Management
Rock Climbing

Year  10  classes  from  Water

Whanau  focused  on  risk

management,  communication

and  responsibility  for  their

Physical  Education  NCEA

achievement  standard.  They

visited  the  Extreme Edge Rock

climbing  centre  in  Panmure  to

demonstrate  the  skills  they  had

learned  in  class  and  how  this

impacts on risk management and

safety. This was a great day and

students excelled in all aspects.

They were a great advertisement

for  the  G.R.E.A.T  learners  we

have at  Mission  Heights  Junior

College.

A reminder that Mission Heights
Junior  College  is  open  for
viewing  by  the  public  on
Wednesday  mornings  each
week,  starting  at  9:45am  from
our school  reception. Come and
see our learners in action!

Mountains Rise to Tough Guy/Gal Challenge
Four students from 9M1, Sophia Herewini, Ashley Farley, Caleb Adams

and Gursimran Deol, entered the "Tough Guy/Tough Girl' competition

last  Thursday.  They were selected to  represent  Mountains  Whanau.

With  their  red  accessories  they  were  ready  to  take  on  one  of  the

toughest, muddiest, coldest competitions they have ever participated

in. They went through swamp rivers, under electric wires, over muddy

obstacles  but  came up stronger  and tougher  on the other  side.  The

students thoroughly enjoyed this challenging but enjoyable experience.



We'd  love  you  to  follow  us  on
Facebook!  Simply  click  on  the
buttons below to be directed to
our  new Facebook  page,  or  our
website.

Mountain's Extreme Edge Rock Climbing
Mountain Whanau had a tremendous Year 10 Physical Education trip

out to the Extreme Edge Indoor Rock Climbing Centre last week. Their

two Year 10 classes completed a full day of climbing as a part of their

NCEA Physical Education standard that they are currently completing.

Once our "Mountaineers" had a briefing from the instructors, they were

free to explore the huge variety of climbs throughout this wonderful

facility.

Students  learned  to  put  a  harness  on,  clip  themselves  into  the

self-belaying climbs and how to belay each other on the more taxing

walls. MHJC staff were looking for the students to demonstrate good

leadership skills,  communication skills and safe behaviour during the

activities.  Both staff and students really enjoyed this EOTC experience.

Facebook

Website



Mission Heights Junior College Talent Quest Results
The school Talent Quest was held on the evening of Thursday 11th June, and showcased an exciting range
of acts. Thank you to everyone who came to support students during the Talent Quest and a mighty
congratulations to all contestants, backstage crew and MC's for putting on an amazing show!

The final results were:
  Special Commendation:

• Vanja Pretorius - Singing 'The Climb' by Miley Cyrus
• Brianna Ochi - Hip Hop Dancing

  3rd Place:
• Hao Zheng - Latin Dancing

  2nd Place:
• John Yang - Yoyo Performance

  1st Place:
• Aislin Champion - Singing "If I Ain't Got You" by Alicia Keys

MHJC's Language Perfect World Champions featured in the Eastern Courier
Publishing permissions gained from Meghan Lawrence, 12/06/14

Go to their website:
http://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/local-news/eastern-courier/69151151/mission-heights-junior-college-win-international-language-contest






